
Compressing form with imagined force. 
 Week 3 
 
 
     The volume of our subject is a displacement of what it doesn’t contain. It is the movement of 
air around them, everything we see responds to air and light in this way. When we draw we are 
representing this force by revealing its results. This week we will be focusing on the extremes of 
form, the places where we can see the full parabola of an edge. To do this we will be using a 
straight line. A series of straight lines that relate to one another through interval and spacing. I 
used to work on a construction crew and a few of the people I worked with were competitively 
obsessed with these resistance grips. Two bars held apart by various tension springs that you 

would squeeze trying to get the two bars to meet. This 
type of tension is the same thing we can see visually with 
form, the amount of space an image takes up in our 
format or page creates tension for us to constrain with 
mark, line and light.  
     Interval refers to the space between any two marks on 
a page, it's a way of categorizing space for a human mind. 
In some ways it creates a map for us to travel through an 
image more easily with. You see it even without 
recognizing it.  
   The exercise we will be playing with this week will be 
based on constraining these shapes with straight lines, 

like a tofu press. There are many ways to think of this, 
maybe the straight lines are panels pressing against the 
form, or walls containing groups of shapes or just the 
connection between two objects like laying paper on a 
table.  
     When drawing one of our most precious abilities is to 
imagine. You can put however many marks you would want 
into reality as long as you can visualize it. 

 



 

      Drawing is a process designed to help us implement these 
imaginary guides. Antonio Lopez Garcia (IMG 4) drew this quince 
tree over time, each measurement is recorded with a mark and 
some of these marks correlate to real life landmarks on the subject, 
others are just notes stating where something is/was. Artists like 
Antonio Lopez Garcia use visual aids and intuitive imagined guides 
to help achieve an accuracy from observation that is convincingly 
spatial. This guide system is similar to the grids you see in most 
image development software like photoshop.  
     This week we will be adding imagination to our list of skills to 
develop. While using guiding lines to construct our figure, finding 
angles to measure, I also want us to search for the force or weight 
of elements in our format. Think about how you can mark the place 
where a hand meets a chair or a foot hits the ground. Using the 
same quality of line you can show the height of an object or the 
place where the force is coming from.  
 
WEEK 3 ASSIGNMENT: 
Using your sketch pad, starting with a 2 inch border (per usual.) We 
will be drawing using only straight lines that extend through the 
whole page. Think about all the ways you can use lines like these to 
represent form and information, you can use different line weights 
but no curves. This process is centered around the  

                                 divisions between shapes in your image. Please draw from a figure  
                                 you find at Central park (using this google streetview link) Make  
                                 sure you can see the whole figure and that they are somewhat 

close to the google street view camera. Send me 4 updates and a screenshot of your reference.  
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.7773814,-73.9739363,3a,75y,176.58h,71.32t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sOaFAyPjaG0gXNUAtnOV3lA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656

