
Using Intersection to Identify Overlap and Dimension 
 
 

     On our drawing surface overlaps 
become collisions. They are lines that 
contradict the contour of the shapes 
they occlude. Overlap is one of the most 
powerful elements in foreshortening and 
creating depth. The relationship 
between overlapping objects can feel 
vast or shallow through proportion, 
value, or clarity of mark.  
     This week we will be exploring the 
figure through a collection of tiny marks 
creating a field of points. These points 
will be determined by finding areas of 

overlap and change: the edge between two different 
spaces in the image.  
   Let's take a moment to try and define “space.” 
Space is any distance between you and eternity, it 
includes all the objects, their form, and their volume. 
Everything is space. Everything takes up space. So 
when I refer to space in this class I mean the literal 
increment of distance before you including all of the 
subject matter within. The subject is just a guide for 
measurement, not a limit to the space in your image.  
This means that when we are looking for the change 
in space between two marks it can be overlaps that 
exist in the same form, or those that exist in shadow 
or light. The hardest thing to conceptualize in 
drawing is that everything is dimensional. 

     Over the last few weeks we have been adding to our 
note taking repertoire, developing a very personal 
system for representing reality as we see it. In this 
exercise we will be applying all of the concepts from the 
past weeks in a very indirect manner, accumulating 
small marks to represent the dimensionality of our 
subjects and space. Intersection, overlap, and difference 
are all visual landmarks that contribute to the structure 

of things existing in space.  
     All intersections create a point, a vector of convergence that we can see from only one 
perspective. If you are in any other position, this intersection will appear in a different space 
creating new proportions of what is seen and unseen.  
 

 



 

WEEK 5 ASSIGNMENT: 
 
This week we will be drawing from WEEK5POSE5. 
In this exercise you will only be making marks that 
represent the intersection of form. Your marks might 
appear as asterisks or plus signs developing into a 
field of record that may eventually represent your 
subject. Working quickly and constantly please 
collect two hour’s worth of intersections with your 
format, thinking of all the tools we have discussed 
before. In past weeks we have been creating 
excess information with elongated marks. This week 
we will be creating only the information we need to 
record the intersections of form. We will be working 
in a similar way to the program below which 
composites three dimensional imagery from a series 
of 2-dimensional images and identifying their 
perspectival contradictions. 


