
A conceptual brief about drawing from life 
Week One 
 
Your page is a screen, it is a rectangle showing what its lens views. In this class 
you are the lens into another person’s momentary identity and environment. I like 
this allegory because a lens is always moving, cameras capture their 
representations in fractions of a second; every frame is different. As perceptive 
creatures we catch one note each moment and this means that we are always 
building our image and the likeness we represent over time. This is why we 
measure proportion, learn about perspective and pay attention to the softness of 
a pencil or charcoal. We do not expose film to light, we only interpret light with no 
tangible product from our exposure beyond vitamin D.  

    In our class your paper is nothing more than a 
notebook, your notebook filled with your own personal 
shorthand. This week we will be taking a lot of notes. 
The image to the left img.1 is a drawing by Euan Uglow, 
an artist who is known for the careful and deliberate 
shorthand he developed to observe the intricacies of 
human form. He measured the extremities of each 
form, and made small marks indicating the intersection 
of shapes on his page. For example if an object is 
behind this figure’s right leg he puts a horizontal line 
crossing slightly through the contour of the figure to 
show where that object makes a shape against the 
subject. Doing this created landmarks for Uglow to 
measure and compare the rest of his form to. This 

attention to relationships creates an incredible feeling of perspective and 
togetherness without ever having to think about space in such a classical way. (I 
will share more of my thoughts on perspective down the line) 
    Drawing is often a starting place for artists, and this preliminary state of art that 
drawing inhabits is wonderful because it is free from representation, it doesn't 
need to look a certain way, it only needs to make sense to you. Like I said, It is 
your shorthand. Every mark you make is both correct and wrong, everything is 
always changing. On the next page I will put a few images of artists that have 
very different shorthands.  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Graciena Samosir Img. 2  plays with value and crosshatching feeling the subtle change 
of form and compressing space, her figures feel structural, she uses the direction of line 
and the depth of value to gauge if something is closer or farther away from her. Alberto 
Giacometti Img. 3  uses the repetitive observation of gesture and directional mark making 
to achieve a similarly structural effect, almost like building a form out of clay. Titian Img. 4 
is not dissimilar to giacometti but his drawings are quick and deliberate, less about 
accuracy and more about the emotive quality of the image as a whole. He treats the two 
figures as one object only separated by value and the build up of marks. 
    This week we are starting a journey to develop a shorthand of our own. The way you 
take your notes is not a system that you choose to use, we learn tools and processes 
that often can simplify perception and have worked for others in the past, but at the end 
of the day you choose what processes to adopt into your own personal stenography. 
What we are here to do is to make invested attempts in using the charcoal media to 
represent our perception of human form. Perception is entirely personal and each of us 
compile information in different ways. 
 
The first assignment of class:  
Using the video “Week1Pose1.mov” I would like you to draw our figure over the duration 
of the animation 4 times, this should take about 2 hours one drawing per page of 
whatever sketchpad you use. The video is ~16 minutes long and is always moving. You 
can use any tool from your studio to draw with. The only two restrictions for this 
assignment are that we will not be rendering value and that you must be working from 
the video while it is playing. During your session please email me at David@dcburr.me 
twice with an update of your work, once halfway through and again at the end of your 
exercise you can expect notes from me by the end of the day.  


